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29 Noveuber 1966

HOTES On Conversatlon with Buss Blandfeord of the louse Armed Services
Committea Staff

1, The relevant facts lying behind thig conversation seem to have
peen the following:

a. 1In February 1550 My, McNamara briefed the House Armed
Services Coumittee on the Soviet ANL

b. On November 10, 1966, Mr. MeNomers sald in a press cons
ference that he believed there was conglderable evidence the Soviets
were deploying an A gyaten,

. 2. Mr. Blandford seemed to £hirlke that in his testimony of February
the Secretary hod cast a good deal of doubt on whether the Sovieis
were indeed deploying such o gystem. fThe main question thet he wented
4o ask wos whether there pad been eny cvidence between February and
Noverber which would have coused the Seceretery to "chenge his mind” and
make the more definite and purlic proncuncement which he made.

3. Stoertz and I stated that there was no speclfilc piece of
evidence coming during this period which would have caused anybody's
opinion to shift from great doubt o confident certainty. We aid
polnt out that the evidence on the Moscow systenms had been cunulative.

Ve menticned as an excuple the tivermore Leboratory's study of X-vay
effects. We sald that of eourse we could nobt guarantee that some
parficular item had not porticularly infiuenced the Becretary, bubl we
knew of none thed clemrly would hove done sv. We do not know of courae
whet DIA may have told him at some point; we did polnt out the difference
of opinion between DIA and ourselves on the Tallinn eystem.

4. With refervence to Mr, McNomara's February testimony, Mr. Dlandford
yvead to us from it. AL his fivst reading we thought -- end said -- that
the testimony was eantirely in line with the curyent estimate, 1.8., &N
estimabe the Soviets were deploying en ADM system around Noscow. Tatar
in the conversation Mr. Blandford read again from the testlimony and this
#ime what he read secumed to convey ai impression by Mr. McNamara that
the estimate was extremcly "orovisional’, The upshot ig thet we arc In
some doubt ms to exactly what Mr. felmoare did say in February.
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